).
Summary. Fifty-five Macaca fascicularis females are raised in the laboratory at relatively constant humidity and temperature but under natural daylight ratio in Paris. Their 275 menstrual cycles studied over 3 years show no variation in mean length during the year ( fig. 2) . Dividing the year into four different daylight ratio lengths (short, 8-9 hours ; increasing from 9 to 15 hours ; long, [15] [16] hours ; decreasing from 16 to 8 hours), we find no difference in the conception rate which is 35 p. 100 (table 4) . Contrary to lemurs, the daylight ratio seems to play no role in the reproduction of macaque females. The length of the menstrual cycle of Macaca fascicularis is 34.5 ! 1.3 days ; the median is 32 days and the mode 29 days ( fig. 1 ).
Introduction.
The photoperiod plays an important role in the control of the seasonal reproduction cycle of many mammals. A seasonal reproduction cycle has been described in several species of non-human primates at liberty (Lancaster and Lee, 1965) and in Macaca fascicularis raised at semi-liberty (Gauquelin, 1965) . The seasonal factors controlling reproduction, however, have not been studied much by experimentation.
In this report we test the effect of the photoperiod on the length of the menstrual cycle and fertility of the crab-eating monkey Macaca fascicularis.
Material and methods.
Fifty-five adult females weighing 3.5-4.5 kg were studied over a 3-years period. (Dang, 1974 (Petter-Rousseaux, 1970 , 1972 Van Horn, 1975 
